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Adve rtif ement. 


A 8 I's am informed the fallowing 
Diſcourſe has given birth to a 


Variety. of Reports, being turned into 


Ridicule by ſome, and by others re- 


preſented as containing Reflections 
highly injurious to the Honour of this 
celebrated Republick ; I have been 
prevailed upon by ſome intimate 
Friends, to whoſe Judgement, and 
O pinion I pay great Deference, to 
print it in order to remove any ill 
Impreſſions that may have been en- 
tertained againſt me; at the ſame 


Time hopin 8 the candid Reader will 


Over- 


ADVERTISEMENT 


overlook thoſe Inaccuracies he may 
meet with; as it was- Hot compoſed 
with the leaſt View to the Preſs. 1 
have only to add, that it would not 
have been delayed 4e lon g, but for 
ſome Circumſtances hie! it was 


im poſſible for me to ſee or prevent. 
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b K LM CXLVIL. 15, Ty 20. 
He abſt ** 2 nd 7 blow, and 


_ the Waters flow. He ſheweth his 


RS ord unto Facah, his Statutes and 
(I) his Judgements ant Iſrael. He 
Hbuatb not dealt ſo with any Nation: 
"und as for his Fudgements, they 
have. not known them. + HA iſe ye 

| the Lord. 


B43 is evident that the greateſt 
hleſſings and Enjoyments of 
8 Life often become dull and 


mon, and are ſeldom grate- 


fully regarded longer than 


they are new, but whether this be owing 
B moſt 
a — | 


infipid becauſe they are com- 


2 i ae a i ns 


= "Ci ] | 
| moſt to the Perverſeneſs or Inattention of 
1 Men, I will not take upon me to ſay. 
3 If their Perverſeneſs be the Occaſion of 
| this Conduct, it is a moſt aggravated Crime 
and calls for the ſpeedieſt Repentance and f 
| Reformation, as it flies in the Face of every 
| | ' DiRtate of Common Senſe and Juſtice, and 
| is in every Reſpect the very reverſe of what 
i might reaſonabiy be expected of dependant 
Creatures. If it is to be aſcribed to In- 
attention how great is the Folly, and 
how amazing the Lethargy, which can- 
not be overcome by a rich Variety of 
Benefits, each of which ſeparately conſi- 
dered, ſhould fill us with Tranſport, and () 
when united. juſtly challenge our warmeſt 
Praiſes to the generous Donor ? Let the 
Cauſe however be what it will, the Fact 
is moſt certam, and Men are often oblig- 
—ed to the Evils of Life, to give them 
proper Sentiments of its Goods. Pain is 
conduſive to the Happineſs of our Being, 
and Sickneſs alone places Health, in its "I 
moſt agreeable Point of View. Labour a- | 
8 lone lends Pleaſure to Repoſe, and Danger 
1 is neceſſary to give a lively Reliſh to a State 
of . the near r of Bondage 
and 
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and Chains enhances our Paſſion for Liber 
ty, and the Miſeriesd fes War, Ro 


fweeten the Bleflings of Peace. When tlie 
gentle Stream of Life flows on ſmibothly © 
ruffled by no Stormi; toſſed by no violent 4 


Commotions, we are inſenſible of its Courſe 


A Series of h. y Occurrences, render them 
wholly unheed8,; hence it comes to paſs, 
that thoſe Ranks if Men, who poſſeſs Proſ- 
perity and . and ſcem deſigned 
others, are frequently 
in themſelves, and by 


the moſt miſerabl 


their Conduct, ſeem leaſt mindful of their 
eee Ben 


Pity and Von are e Aﬀe&tions that 


| don t frequently abound; or at leaſt in very 


languid: Degrees, thoſe: who are poſſeſſed 
of Plenty and Qpulence, and though one 
would naw expect, that thoſe ſhould 
have the tendexeſt Feelings, who have ex- 
perienced the moſt Eaſe, yet in fact the 
Contrary is evident, and both ſympathy 
with Met; and Gratitude: to God, are the 


livelieſt, where there have been the moſt 


| frequent Interruptions, of a State of Safety, 


and Repoſe ; but does the Certainty of the 
Fact or its commonneſs vindicate the Crime 
er N 8 itſelf ? 


* 


- * 


itſelf? NG! on un . be more un- 
Bas reaſonable tha wthankleſs negligent Spi- 
— rit? There cannot. Men complain of 
their Eile becauſe they are not uſed to 
them, and they are ;nſcnfible of their Feli- 
city, . becauſe it flows in a regular Suc- 
ceſſion, and is renewed Very Moment. 
Gratitude, however, is noble Feeling 

1 er it ariſes, and bu d be zealouſly 
- „ on every. Occz pm of Life, there- 


- 3 of exerchBg all 
- Principle, but let us be truly. thankful, for 
- the Bleſſings of Peace, M 

- which we are called uf pg | 


W too, I oa 


| wt our own ro 
Inclinations to ackno ö 5 


not known them, praiſe ye 8 „ 
I purpoſe, God willing, toggeat this Paſ- 
ſage of Scripture i in the: followin 8 Manner. 


I. I will a little conſider the Deſign and 
annette of it. 1% 291 
„ i r 


roving the noble 


Þ 


151 5 : 


II. Tale 2 getiecal fi of the l 


Lot of this Country, comphred with 
bone f the One nn 1 514 


8 4 i pf Ji 1 'S 4 


I . et tops: de Use each 
make of ſuch Repreſentations as theſe, 
or ſuggeſt ſonie Thoughts that may be 
mote: particularly e u nn 8 


eee. 72154 + 4 211 144125 8 
1 Let us ben dle Deſign and Con- 
nection of theſe Words. 201 £ 


The Author of this lla bis ſet 5 
ſore us an excellent Paiterſ i what inan- 
| ner we ſhould celebrate the Bleſſings of 
0 Providence to our Country, though who he 
Was, and to what particular Period of the 
Jewiſh Proſperity it alluded, I cannot pre- 
tend to ſay. However, it is certain, there 
were many Eras in the Hiſtory of that 
Nation in which theſe Deſcriptions of their 
peculiar Felicity and Diſtinction were ſtiict- 

ly true. God choſe them to be his pecu 
5 liar People, 'to tranſmit down his Religion 
and Worſhip, ro all ſucceeding Genera- 
tions. He attended their Marches with the 
Tokens 


[6] 
Tokens of his Preſence, crowned their 
Arms with unexpected Victory, drove the 
Nations before them, and fixed their Em- 
pire in a pleaſant, rich, and fertile Land; he 
ſettled the Bars of their Gates, and bleſſed 
their Children within them, he made Peace 
in their Borders and filled them with the 
fineſt of the Wheat, and then it is added in 
the i 5th Merſe, e ſendeth forth his Com- 
mandment upon Earth, his Word runneth 
very ſwiftly, he giveth the Snow like Wool, 
he ſcattereth the hoar Froſt like Aſhes, he 
caſteth forth his Ice like Morſels and who 


can ſtand before his Cold? He ſendeth out 


his Word and melteth them, he cauſeth 


the Wind to blow, and the Waters flow. 


It may be proper to obſerve here, that 
Winds from their various and powerful 
Effects upon this Globe, may be conſider- 
ed among the chief Inſtruments of Omni- 
potent Power, in diſpenſing Vengeance or 


Mercy to Mankind, and therefore the Di- 


rection of them is moſt properly” IG 0 


Providence. | 
It' muſt be anteerfalty allowed,” that 


Winds are highly neceſſary to clear and 


Ro and to 18 the Earth, to tranſpoſe 


Clouds 


11 


1751 | 
Clouds and. navigate Ships, and they have 
a conſiderable Influence over the Tides of 
the Sea, and the Flux of Rivers, they 


are / inſtrumental in drawing the Waters 


which often deluge a whole Country, in a 
Word they are the Wings on which Com- 
merce and all the Bleſſings attending. it are 
waſted round the World. 50 
In the-19th Verſe it is ſaid, God Wüwenh 
his Word unto Jacob, his Statutes and his 
Judgements unto Iſrael, he never dealt fo 
as to external Bleſſings with any Nation, 
and as to his facred Diſcoveries” and In- 
ſtructions, no other Lands were favoured 
with them, which ſtrongly pointed out and 
enforced the Obligations of national Grati- 
tude and united n Praiſe ye . 
Lord. | 
Well made a Joi mock more a 4 Jeni | 
King or Prieſt exult in ſuch a Survey of his 
favoured Country, and at once take a Pa- 
triot Pleaſure and breathe a Spirit of holy 
Praiſe, when he ſaw a whole People ſo re- 
markably diſtinguiſhed by the Providence 


of God for that Peace, 2 and Plenty, 


which 


* Vid. Derhany s Phyſic. Theol. 7 _ cap. II. p. 14. 
London 1727, 


vw. — te 


| 


11 
which were denied to the Nathes around 
2 'L 

This was 2 wy Tonis br * 
Pſalmiſt sRejoicing; and his Call to Praiſe; 
and will not a Similacity of Circumſtances 
in many Reſpects demand proportionable 
Acknowledgements from the Inhabitants of 


; this Country? If Hollanders can adopt the 


Jewiſh Poet's Language, and ſay on a ſtrict 


Survey, he hath not dealt fo with any othef 


Nation, ſure they have great Reaſon td 
praife the Lord. ' 


I proceed therefike bp thaw in the (schul 


IPlace, that on an impartial Survey of the 


Conduct of Providence to this Land, confi- 


dered in itſelf, and in a comparative View 


of it with ſeveral other Nations, the Inha- 


\ÞDitants thereof have Reaſon to borrow the 
Words for themſelves, and to own he bath 


not dealt ſo with any Nation. 


I would not be thought to inflile that 


we are in the ſame Manner 'and for the 


fame Purpoſes diſtinguiſhed by Providence 


"as the Jewiſh Nation, but only that, on 4 


careful Review of God's Mercies; we have 
great Reaſon to offer him the Fruit of out 
* giving Thanks to his Name; 

I ſhall 


ſ 


<< 


| [9] 
T ſhall not attempt to prove that we have 
excluſive Title to the Favour of Provi- 
dence in conſequence of our ſuperior Vir- 
tue and Piety, neither ſhall T magnify our 
il) Advantages at the Expence of other Na- 
tions, which are under the Care and Pro- 
tection of the ſame Governor of the World. 
I might draw ſome ſtrong Traces of Re- 
ſemblance betwixt this Country and that of 
Judea, with Reſpe& to thoſe miraculous 
Events, which conſpired for our Recovery 
from the Tyranny of a worſe than Egyptian 
Voke; but I ſhall confine myſelf more par- 
ticularly to thoſe Advantages which ariſes + 
from our Situation, Commerce, Freedom 
and Religion, which are undoubtedly ſu- 
Perior to moſt other Nations bf che World, 
theſe you are all Judges of, becauſe you + 
know them by happy Experience, and theſe - 
ought to be the Subjects of your con- 
ſtant Gratitude to the great Ruler of the . 
* is 2324 | 
In the following, | 
35 I. I would take notice of the bappy 8 · 
tuition of this Country. Happy Situa- 
_ ſome * eur ſay. bo 
C Was 


10) 

Was it not not at firſt born out of the 
Sea? Is it not maintained thereby ? Is 
the Soil of it naturally wet and — 4 
eſpecially in the maritime Provinces? Is it 
not rendered habitable by great Labour, 
and ſupported at a vaſt Expence? Can this 
be. reckoned a happy Situation? · Ves, It is 
happy in the Enjoyment of a temperate 
Climate, being placed between the ſevere 
Extreames of Heat and the Rigours of Cold; 
our Summers never ſcorch us with the in- 


i tenſe Heats of the Equator, nor our Win- 
ters benumb us with the intolerable Free- 


* zings of the Pole, yet the one is ſufficient 
to ripen into perfection the Productions of 


Nature, and the other to anſwer the 


great Purpoſes of Reſt and Repoſe to Na- 


+ ture, almoſt ſpent with throwing out ſuch 


a Variety of Herbs and Fruits for the Sup- 
port of her Inhabitants. - They are neither 
. of, them ſo intenſe as to injure Life, or 
long incommode the Buſineſs and the Plea- 
« ſure of it. It is a great Advantage to this 
© Country, that it is ſituated near the Mouth 
« of ſeveral great Rivers, ſuch as the Amſtel, 
« Mzſe, Rhine, Lek, Iſſel, Scheld; and o- 


» thers of the leſſer Note, and what greatly 


adds 


S__ 
* 
wr 


4 i 


(1 ] 

adds to its Plenty, Security, and Improve- . 
ment is this, that four Provinces out of the · 
ſeven, I mean Holland, Zealand, Frieſ- * | 
land, and Groningen lie upon the Sea and * 4 
conſtitute its chief Wealth and Greatneſs, + 
two of the other three with the Towns in - 
Brabant, States, Flanders, and elſewhere - 
make the Frontiers, and may be confidered' · 
as the Safety and Defence of the Reſt. 

The almoſt infinite Number of Canals ; 
and Sluices into which the Country is cut, - 
the Waters of which abound with various - 
Kinds of Fiſh, furniſh out great Advantages q 
in point of domeſtick Commerce, they fa- 
cilitate Carriage, promote Diligence, and - 
Induſtry, exerciſe the Skill, and employ the - 
Labour of Multitudes, enabling them to + 
contribute to the Wants of others whoſe Si- 
tuation is leſs commodious, and to increaſe · 
their Subſtance by promoting the Happineſs · 
of their Fellow Creatures. 

I may venture to ſay, that no Country + 
in the known World of equal Magnitude + 
|) can exhibit half the Number of beautiful - 

Cities, populous Towns and Villages all - 
neat and clean, the 'Inhabitants of which » 
are * for their Sobriety and In- 


C 2 ** 


wa 
— 
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[ 12 ] 
duſtry, ſo that in the Summer Seaſon Hol- 
+ land, and eſpecially the Province by way of 
Diſtinction ſo called, may without a Com- 
pliment be denominated an earthly Para- 
* diſe, an Eden or the Garden of God. 
II. We are both by our Situation and the 
- Genius of our People a trading Nation, a 
- Circumſtance which however low it may 
- ſeem on the firſt mention, will appear on 
the whole a diſtinguiſhed Bleſſing, and a 
- Source of the nobleſt Improvements, and 
the ſweeteſt Enjoyments of human Life. 
The firſt Origin of Commerce ſeems to 
have been this, when a great Number of 


5 People occupy a ſmall Tract of Land, the 


Produce of which is ſcarce ſufficient to an- 
ſwer their Conſumption, the Neceſſaries of 
Life become dear, that all who are poſ- 
ſeſſed of Property are obliged to live fru- 
. gally, thoſe who are deſtitute of it muſt 
work or be burdenſome to the Community, 
to which they belong; if they lie upon 
the Sea, Coaſt they will naturally turn 
their Thoughts to Navigation and Traf- 
fick, to ſupply the Defects of their own 
Country from diſtant Quarters, to pro- 
cure whatever Nature can need, fancy, 


with, 


11 
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131 
wiſh, or even Luxury conſume. This ap- 
pears to me, to be pretty much the Caſe 
here, we have a Multitude of People, our 
Country is ſmall, Land is at a high Price. 
The Intereſt of Money is low and can 
ſeldom be much improved by Purchaſes 
ſo that many are led to plow the 
Ocean in queſt of Gain, the Greatneſs of 
which often makes them ample amends for 
the Riſque they run, and produces Fifty or 
a Hundred per Cent. and ſometimes T'wo. 
Hence it comes to paſs that this Nation has 
almoſt through Neceſſity become a mighty 
Seat of Commerce, and aggrandiſed herſelf 


above all others of equal Extent, ſhe has 


multiplied her Merchants as the Stars of 
Heaven, and they are reckoned the moſt 
uſeful, not to ſay the moſt honourable Mem- 
bers of the State and its grand Support. 
I verily believe no Country in the World 
can be found in which ſuch an immenſe 
Trade has been carried on, as in the four 
maritime Provinces of this Republick, and 
if we conſider how few native Materials it 
produces towards the Building and Rigging 
of Ships, the Inconvenience of its principal 
| Harbours 


[ 14] 
Harbours, the dangerous Navigation of the 


Texel. We cannot ſufficiently admire the un- 


conquerable Spirit of Commerce which tri- 
umphs over all Obſtacles, and is even ani- 
mated by its Dangers. | 
This Republick has riſen to its opulence 
and grandeur, by the Dint of unwearied 
Induftry, Oeconomy, and the Improvement 
of the Product of other Nations, ſhe has 
been able to lend her Seamen and her Veſ- 
ſels to other Countries, and thus has made 
the World itſelf pay her Tribute : She 


may be looked upon as a publick Store- 


houſe or Magazine full of the Productions 
of every Country, which are bought in at 
.a low Price and fold out at a high one, 
. and ſometimes ſent back to their native 
Climes unſpeakably increaſed in Value. 
In ſhort all Sorts of Commodities both 
for Food and cloathing, Ornament, Eaſe, 
and Pleaſure, ſuch as the Silks of Perfta, 
the Spices of India, and the Gems of Gol- 
. conga are here to be purchaſed with Mo- 


- ney, * wikekthe Bleſſings and Advantages 


reſult- 


* Money is the Cry, or according to the common Pro- 


verb, Geld is de Ziel van de Negotie, that is Money is 


the Soul of Trade. 


D 
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[15] 
reſulting both to Individuals and Societies + 
from the Encouragement of Trade and 
Commerce are innumerable. For Inſtance, - 
Trade in all its honeſt Branches is a Friend 
to Mankind, it employs the bodily Organs, + 
wears off the Ruſt of Indolence, exerciſes + 
the Faculties of the Mind, and is the moſt - 
effectual Antidote againſt anxious Fears, » 
and that Spleen and Perverſeneſs which pre- - 
vails among the idle and unemployed. —It - 
enlarges; the Notions. of Men, creates a · 
more humane and extenſive Spirit of Bene- - 
volence, tends to form a publick Character, 
and opens that Contraction of the Mind » 
which generally attends thoſe who have but · 
little Converſation with the World; it is + 
the Source of Wealth which if honeſtly got * 
and moderately. poſſeſſed is a great Blefling ; - 
hence the Relief of the Indigent, the/Suc- - 
cour of the Oppreſſed, and the Pleaſures of - 
Juſtice and Charity. Trade is the Mother 


of Science too, and there is ſcarce. a diſco- 
vered Truth in Nature which is not more 


or leſs beholden to it, for its. ſearch and 
publication; Numbers, Proportions, Me- 
daandke Geography, Natural Philoſophy, 


and 


16 J. 
and Aſtronomy, with their ſeveral Appen- 
dages, have ſometimes owed their Origin ala 


ways their Support and Improvement to the 
Commerce of Men with each other, in fine; 


by this Medium the Poſſeſſions and Plea- 


ſures of the World are mutually communi- 
cated and divided.— But above all, Trade is 


the Parent of Liberty, and cannot well 
flouriſh except under a free Government, wits 
neſs the three greateſt trading Cities in the 
World, London, Amſterdam, and Ham- 
burgh : Pray what occafioned the Ruin of 
the Trade of Antwerp, but the arbitrary 


/ Government of that bloody. human Butcher 


the Duke of Alva, and the Civil Wars 
that raged in the Low Countries, by which 
this Paragon of Cities was twice plundered 
and a conſiderable Part of it burnt down in 
the Year 1576; this intimidated the Mer- 
chants who fled to Amſterdam, which was 
then a Place of no great Account, but is 
now one of the grandeft, the loftieſt and 
moſt flouriſhing Cities in the whole World. 

The Caſe ſeems to be this, when Men 
have once acquired Property they become 
jealous of its preſervation, and watchful 


3 


a 


1 
leaſt it ſhould be wreſted from them by 
Ambition or Avarice, they think when they 
have once got it, they have a right to en- 


joy it, and therefore Trade will naturally 


lead them to ſeek Protection under a Syſ- 
tem of Laws founded on the Rights of 
Human Kind, and contrived for the Safety 
of every Individual as far as can be con- 
ſiſtent with the well Being of the Whole. 

But I imagine enough has been faid on 
this Topic, and therefore I go on to take 
Notice of ſome other important Inſtances 
of the Goodneſs of God to this Country, 
Liberty both Civil and Religious. O Liber- 
ty, thou charming Name; all Nature feels 
thy Influence and pays thee Homage.” 

You -are born free, not the Slaves of · 
mere Will and Humour, the Subjects of · 
Tyranny and Uſurpation, but you live un- 
der a Conſtitution by which your natural . 
Rights as Men, Citizens, and Chriſtians are - 


guarded and ſecured to you. Your Perſons + 
are ſcreened from Violence, none may in- 


vade your Peace and Security without be- 
coming obnoxious to Puniſhment. 'Every + 


. of your 8852 Gold, your - 


Silver, 
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: Silver, your Fame, your Families are all 
_ « defended, by the good and equitable Go- 
+ vernment under which you live. Liber- 
. « ty ſpreads an Air of Elegance and Orna- 
ment all around. Greece and Rome aroſe 


Miſtreſſes of the World, famous through 
all Ages for every exquiſite Production of 


Skill, every Embelliſhment and Improve- 
ment of Life, becauſe they were the Pa- 


troneſſes of Liberty, and in all Countries 
that are free, there is a Face of Joy, Plen- 
ty, and Happineſs, even amongſt the mean- 
eſt of the People; and particularly in Eng- 
land, where Liberty erects her lovely 
Countenance, and ſmiles upon the Fe- 
licity of her darling Children. 

In a Country not a great Way from 


hence, they pique themſelves on their Po- 


liteneſs and Grandeur, but what is there in 


the Body of the People but a wretched Ap- 
pearance of Poverty and Want, except in 
their Armies and Courts? There indeed a 


mighty Glare of Opulence ſhines, poor 


Conſolation to the oppreſſed Nation whoſe 
Subſtance is drained to ſupport it, but Free- 
* thall render the meaneſt Part of the 


Globe 


5 


"of 
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[ 19 ] 
Globe Competitor for Beauty, and prefer- 
able for Pleaſure to the ſelecteſt TOON of 
the Fertile Eaſt without it. | 
To this let me add that you have the fied 
+ | 4 Exerciſe of your Religion, and permitted » | 
to worſhip God according to the Dictates - | 
of your Conſciences, you are in Poſſeſſion + | 
of a Religion which is beſt calculated to - | 
make you happy here and hereafter; many - 2 
Nations on the Face of the Earth are fall- 
ing down to worſhip Stocks and Stones, 
nay ſome, if we are to credit the Records 7 
of Hiſtory, pay Homage to Crocodiles, | 
Dogs, and Cats, to Apes and Monkies, | 
I but you have the Honour to worſhip the | 
living and true God ; how many Countries | ö 
are abſorbed in the 8505 Follies of Maho- [ 
met, whoſe ridiculous Bible, impure Princi- i 
7 
| 


ples, and contemptible Obſervances, hold | 

half the World in Chains of Abſurdity and ö 

Vice? But you have a better Name than | i 

theſe and are the Diſciples of the Son of oF 

r 

1 How many Countries are there where | 

Popery is the eſtabliſhed Religion as it was 'F 
once here, and where they continue to wor- 

ſhip an unknown God? But thanks to Pro- 


D 2 vidence, 
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vidence, Reformation has ſpread thro' our 
Land, in conſequence of which we renounce 
the falſe and fooliſh Claims of the Biſhop of 
Rome; and may laugh at the Thunder of 
* his Bull. In this Republick no Compul- 
ſion is uſed in Matters of Religion, no 
. wracking, torturing,. and burning for what 
is called Hereſy, but Conſcience is- free to 
all, you have the Scriptures to ſearch into, 


you read them in your own native Lan- 


guage, they teſtify of Chriſt and lead to 


eternal Life. O happy Portion! God has 


not dealt fo with many other Nations, O 
« how rich ? how fair are your Privileges } 
Wich what Zeal and Ardour did your brave 
. Fore-fathers ever renowned for their Cour- 
age and Love of Liberty, long and pray 
for them? and with what nobleneſs of Spi- 

rit did they defend them from the repeated 


* Attacks of bloody minded Men under, the 


- auſpicious Conduct of William the firſt, 
« the Gallant and the Brave Prince of Orange 
and Naffau, and many others of that an- 
tient and illuſtrious Houſe to whom, under 
« God, this Republick owes its Safety, its 
* Preſervation, its Religion, its Liberty, and 
. its all. M ay it be long PORE: 

To 


< 
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To conclude the Deſcription, here is a 
general Indulgence in all Points that are + 
neceſſary to the Quiet and Pleaſure of + 
Life; here you have People from various — 
Nations and of various Tongues ; Wth- 
who if they behave themſelves - 

aceably, are defended from the Severity - 
of Juſtice or the Strokes of Fortune, * and - 
enjoy their own Manners, Cuftoms, and - 
Religions, and more Bleſſings too than they + 


did in the Places from whence they came 


and probably more than they deſerve, eſpe- — 
cially if it be conſidered how forward many — 

of them are to abuſe and vilify the very — 
Country that gives them Protection. Pray 
God mend them. 

Thus have I ſketched out to you the 
principal Out- lines of my Subject, which is 
abundantly too Copious for a fingle Ser- 
mon, and have in the Courſe of it pointed 


out a Variety of Circumſtances which con- 


curred to make this Republick diſtinguiſhed 


among the Nations of the Earth, and which 


I ſhall not repeat, 
III. Give me leave now in the third Place 
to lay before you the Uſes we ought to 
make 


Vid. Temple on the Netherlands, page 1 Edin- 
12 Edit. 1754. 
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make of ſuch Repreſentations as theſe, or 


offer ſome plain Thoughts that may be 


more particularly ſuitable to this be s So- 
lemnity. 

I ſhall only mention three Cleraniſtunces 
which will comprehend the whole Adin 
of our meeting together this Day, entitled 
in the Proclamation Dank, Vaſt, and Bede- 
dag, that is, Thankſgiving, Faſting, and 
Prayer Day. 

I. The Survey we have been taking of 
our national Happineſs ſhould inſpire us 
with the moſt ardent Gratitude to God, 
and praiſe ye the Lord, is the moſt juſt and 
natural Concluſion we can make amidſt 
ſuch a rich Confluence of Bleſſings commu- 
nicated to us.— O what Heart ſhall not 
' glow with genuine Thankfulneſs? What 
Lips not overflow with ſpirited | Praiſes ? 
Our Deliverance from that bloody and de- 
ſtructive War, which for ſeveral Years paſt 
.* raged with great Fury upon this Continent 


in Sileſia and Brandenburgh, Saxony, Heſſe, 


and Hanover, ought to be had in perpetual 
Remembrance, by all true Chriſtians and 
Lovers of their Country; about this Time 
Twelve-month the Reſtoration of the Peace 
afforded m_ of general Joy to every 


human 


Ws. 23.1 
8 and beneficent Soul, though & at 
« the ſame Time ſome. dark and gloomy 
« Clouds menacipg Ruin and Deſtruction. 
continued to hang over ſome Parts of 
+ | 4 « Europe, but now bleſſed be the Name 
of the Lord, they are entirely diſperſed 
« and a general Peace is happily commenc- 
* ed; and we hope too on a ſolid Founda- 
“tion. O let us thank the God of Mercy 
for this ineſtimable Gift, and ling Praiſes to · 
his Name; praiſe the Lord, O Jeruſalem, - 
praiſe thy God, O Holland, for he has 
ſtrengthened the Bars of thy Gates, he has - 
bleſſed thy Children within thee, he mak- 
eth Peace in thy Borders, and filleth thee - 
with the fineſt of Wheat: here let me call + 
3 upon you to praiſe God for your ineſtimable - 
Liberties, both Civil and Religious, for your - 
extenſive Trade and Commerce by which + 
this Country, and eſpecially. the maritime · 
Provinces, are ſupported and made rich, 
be truly thankful for that Share of it which - 
you have had; for by this Means you have 
"yy acquired! Fulneſs of Bread and ; your Cup - 
runneth over, nay, you may Boaſt of 
your Thouſands and Ten Thouſands. 
is Nis the Lord that you enjoy the Sweets - 


| | of 
8 Vid. Proclamation, 
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of domeſtick Peace and Comfort, that you 


have quiet at Home and quiet in your 'own 
Conſciences, and Pleaſure in your various 
Relations, O praiſe God that you are bleſſed 
with the Knowledge of himſelf, that you 
have his Statutes and his Judgements to di- 
rect you in the Way of Peace, and to fit 
you for a glorious Immortality. _ 
Praiſe the Lord O my Soul. 

Again, while we are praiſing God for 
his great Mercies to the united Provinces; 


let thoſe of us who are Britons; or are de- 
ſcended from ſuch, not forget our native 


Country. 

O Britannia, 0 Patris quartdo. te Aſpi- 
ciam? If I forget thee, let my Right- 
hand forget her cunning, if I do not re- 
member thee, let my Tongue cleave to the 
Roof of my Mouth. If I ſhould never 


more tread thy happy Ground, or breath 


thy healthful Air I will ſtill love thee, for 
thou art the Womb that bore me and the 
Breaſts that gave me ſuck, the Deſire of my 
Eyes and the Darling of my Soul, for my 
— and Companions Sake, for my 
Einſmen according to the Fleſh, I will ever 


ſay Peace be within thee. May thou and 


Holland 


* Pfal,cxxxvii. 5, 6. 
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—_— 
Holland be always united in the Bonds of = 
pure Affection and Friendſhip, - 

II. Whilſt we are praifiog God for his 
Mercies to us as a Nation, let us be deeply 
t\ bumbled before him with, Faſting, that we 
have made no better Improyement of them. 
Don't let us vainly imagine that our own 

Merits have / diſtinguiſhed _ us? No, for 
ſhould we ſurvey the Inhabitants of the 
Land, we ſhould find that Vice prevails a- 
mongſt all Ranks and Orders of Men, alaſs 
we are a ſinful People, a People laden with 
Iniquity, Tranſgreſſions abound and the Love 
of many waxes Cold, ſo that we may juſtly 
% tremble leaſt. God ſhould change this plea- 
ſant and goodly Land into Barrenneſs, 
eſpecially if we reflect on our Situation 
* amongſt ſo. many Waters, which have 
te often threatened our Ruin, and do now 
&« actually overſpread a conſiderable Tract 
« of Gound not far from hence.” —God 
might if he pleaſed give us Bondage for 
Freedom, and tranſplant our Religion to a 
Country, who would improve it better than 
we have done. An awful Warning of this 
Kind is. afforded us by the Eaſtern Na- 
tons, and Greece once the Seat of Opu- 
| E lence 

Vid. the Proclamation, 


{ 26 


lence and Freedom, and its fair Cities the 
Realms of pute and genuine Chriſtianity, for - 


their Miſiniprovement of it, are now ſunk 
as low in Miſery, as Ignorance eme 
and Slavery can plunge tbem. 
May this never be our unhappy Caſe. But 
peraps you will ſay what muſt we do to avert 


the Indignation of the moſt High ? Where- 


with ſhall we come before the Lord, and 
bow ourſelves before God? Shall we come 
before him with burnt Offerings, with Calves 
of a Year old? Will the Lord be pleaſed 
with Thouſands of Rams, or with ten thou- 
ſand Rivers of Oil? Shall we give our Firſt- 
born for our Tranſgreſſion, the Fruit of — 
Body for the Sin of our Soul? O. no, He 
hath ſhewed thee, O man, what is good, 
and what the Lord requires of thee to do 
Juſtice, to love n and to . Arc 
with thy God? | 

The "Lord $ Voice criech ane the City; 
and to the Country ſaying, repent ye, for 
why will ye die? Humble yourſelves as in 
the Duſt before me with Sorrow, Faſting, 
and Repentance: In vain will it be to faſt 
and to pray, to bow down your Heads like 


a —— if your Hearts are not inwardly 


affected, 


N Micah. vi. 6. ; 


I 
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affected, if you"are not brought to true Re- d 


pentance, to Reformation of Life and Man. 
ners, and to a ſaving Faith in Chriſt Jeſus. 
* Righteouſneſs exalteth 4 Nation, but Sin 
is the Reproach' of any People. ba 
III. And laſtly, whilſt we are praifing 
God for - our national Benefits, and hum- 
bling ourſelves before him for the ill Uſe 
we have made of them, let us earneſtly 
pray for the Continuance of his Bleffing and 


Protection. That the publick Peace and 


Happineſs may be preſerved, that we' may 
be delivered from Inundations and Floods of 
Water, and that all good Things may await 
us. Let us pray for our Governors both Su- 
preme and Subordinate, for the illuſtrious 
Houſe of Orange and particularly the Prince 
our much beloved and hereditary Stadtholder, 
that under the Conduct of that wiſe and wor- 
thy Perſonage to whom the Care of his Edu- 
cation is committed, he may be trained up to 


fill with Splendor and Uſefulneſs that im- 


portant Station for which he is intended. — 
And in order to draw the Bleſſing of God 
upon us and our Country, let us take care 
that our Lives expreſs one continued and uni- 


form Act of Obedience; for if they do not, 


Proverbs xiv. 34. 
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it will. be more tolerable. fot Sudem add 
Gomorrah i in the Day of Judgement than 


will, much be require. 
In the fair Fruits then of Love to God 


and Chriſt, and of Juſtice, Truth, Benevo- 
lence, and Faithfulneſs to our Fellow-creas 


ture let us perpetually. abound, that God 


may be pleaſed ſtill to ſtrengthen the Bars of 


our Gates and to bleſs. our Children within 


us, to prolong the Peace in our Borders and 
the Proſperity within our Palaces, * that oor 
Peace may be as the River and out Righte- 
ouſneſs as the Waves of the Sea. 

+ Happy 1 is the Nation that is Jo ſuch a 
Caſe. as this; yea, — is "Bak vn 


whoſe God is the Lord. of 
bea cn. 15. + I gab _ 
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